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ARTEMIS HEALTH HIRES RICHARD RAVA, PH.D., AS SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

  
-- Dr. Rava to Lead Focused Research and Development Efforts Toward 

Development of Non-Invasive Prenatal Diagnostics -- 
  
MENLO PARK, Calif. – February 9, 2009 -- Artemis Health Inc., a privately-held 
company dedicated to the development of non-invasive prenatal diagnostic tests, today 
announced that Richard Rava, Ph.D., has joined Artemis Health in the newly created 
position of senior vice president of research and development.  
 
“Rich’s depth and breadth of research, development and manufacturing experience, 
together with his proven track record in commercializing genetic analysis tools, makes 
him uniquely suited to lead our efforts to bring non-invasive prenatal diagnostic tests to 
the market,” said Lissa Goldenstein, president and chief executive officer of Artemis 
Health.   
  
Dr. Rava brings more than 20 years of research, development and operational expertise 
in molecular and genetic analysis for commercial assays and instrumentation.  He 
comes to Artemis after 16 years at Affymetrix where he was a scientific co-founder and 
most recently senior vice president of research and development.  During his tenure, Dr. 
Rava led the research, development and manufacturing scale-up of the Affymetrix’ 
GeneChip® technology.  He was responsible for the delivery of multiple products 
involving complex assays, microarrays, instrumentation and software that applied 
scientific technology to meet the needs of the gene expression, genetics research and 
clinical markets. 
 
Prior to co-founding Affymetrix, Dr. Rava served as a senior scientist at Affymax 
Research Institute.  From 1990 through 1992, he served as principal research scientist 
at the George R. Harrison Spectroscopy Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT).  During that time, he was also the research coordinator for the 
National Institute of Health Laser Biomedical Research Center at MIT.  Dr. Rava has 
published over 60 papers in peer-reviewed scientific publications and is an author on 
over 30 issued US patents.  He received his B.A. and Ph.D., in chemistry from Rutgers 
University. 



 
“Artemis Health is the only company focused exclusively on the development of non-
invasive prenatal tests to determine genetic abnormalities using both intact cell and cell-
free fetal DNA analysis tools,” remarked Dr. Rava.  “I am extremely excited to join this 
highly-committed team, and look forward to playing an active role in the rapidly evolving 
field of prenatal diagnostics.” 
  
The Artemis Advantage for Prenatal Testing 
Prenatal testing is an important tool for most pregnancies in the United States and the 
rest of the developed world.  While the results of these tests provide timely information 
about the well-being of the fetus, it is broadly agreed that a safer prenatal diagnostic 
test offered early would allow women and their families to make more informed 
decisions about their pregnancy and better prepare for potential problems in their 
infants.  
  
Artemis Health is developing non-invasive, genome-based prenatal tests for use in early 
pregnancy to diagnose genetic abnormalities and chromosomal aneuploidies (abnormal 
number of chromosomes). Through a single maternal blood draw early in pregnancy, 
Artemis’ diagnostic tests are being designed to isolate intact fetal cells and cell-free fetal 
DNA to provide valuable and accurate genetic information without risk to the mother or 
her baby. 
  
About Artemis Health Inc. 
Artemis Health Inc. is a privately-held, diagnostics company focused on the 
development of non-invasive early-pregnancy prenatal tests for use in all pregnant 
women. Working in collaboration with leading research and clinical institutions, the 
company has developed cutting-edge technology to transform the field of prenatal 
testing through the analysis of both whole-cell and cell-free fetal DNA isolated from 
maternal blood.  With a single, maternal blood draw early in pregnancy, Artemis’ 
diagnostic tests are being designed to provide women with an accurate alternative to 
the invasive methods of amniocentesis and chorionic villus sampling available today.  
For more information about Artemis Health, please visit www.artemishealthinc.com.  
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